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Thou, notwithstanding, all deceit removed, 

See the whole vision be made manifest ; 

And let them wince who have their withers wrung. 

What though, when tasted first, thy voice shall prove 

Unwelcome : on digestion, it will turn 

To vital nourishment.' " 

I remain very truly yours,' 

GEO. BANCROFT. 



LETTER OF THE HON. HORACE GREELEY. 

[The following letter is printed at the special request of Mr. Greeley. Its tone 
and style are such as to render comment upon it needless. 

We regret that, in the notice of Mr. Greeley's " American Conflict," the epithet 
" criminal" was applied even hypothetically to his vagaries. — Editors.] 

To the Editors op the North American Review : — 

Fully conceding that an author should receive in silence the criti- 
cisms which he virtually invites, I ask space in your pages only to cor- 
rect a few mistakes of fact embodied in your notice of my " American 
Conflict," which I might otherwise be supposed to acquiesce in. 

Whether my original apprehension, that the persistent and guilty 
complicity of the North in the crimes and outrages upon liberty and 
right, impelled by the spirit of slavery, deserved and invoked that Di- 
vine chastisement which a temporary triumph of the Secession conspir- 
acy would have involved, really indicates a deficiency of that " large 
hope that is the soul of courage," let others decide. I trust your readers 
will see — 'though you seem not to have done so — that I apprehended 
no complete and final victory of the Rebel slave power, but only such a 
transient and delusive success as would have rendered more signal and 
impressive its ultimate downfall. 

As you assert that, throughout my work, President Lincoln and " his 
incalculable services to the nation " " are studiously kept in the back- 
ground," I desire to say simply in response, that his two Inaugural Ad- 
dresses are given in full, as are his two Proclamations of Freedom, with 
extracts from his speeches in his canvass against Douglas for the 
United States Senate, on his way to Washington to assume the Presi- 
dency, several of his Messages, many letters, reports of interviews, &c, 
&c. Of his replies to the arraignment of the Democrats of Albany 
and of Ohio, touching the banishment of Mr. Vallandigham, I have 
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given a very large proportion ; and I think these will be accounted 
among his very ablest and most cogent essays. I have certainly tried 
to exhibit his public life and services as fully and clearly as the fore- 
ordained limits of my work would permit; and I venture the assertion, 
that in no two other histories of the war yet published is there so much 
quoted from and related of Abraham Lincoln as in mine. 
You instance as one of my " vagaries," 

" .... his visit to the French Minister at Washington, with a view to the 
acceptance of Napoleon's proffer of mediation." 

I cannot guess on what data you make this amazing imputation of 
motive to me ; but I am sure it is on no respectable or credible au- 
thority. Some one has led you into a very grave mistake. 

You proceed to speak of my 

" . . . . interview with the Rebel emissaries in Canada, — which might have 
been criminal had he occupied an official position." 

Your reading of the laws of our country governing such matters is 
very different from mine ; but I confine myself to facts. And the only 
interview I ever had with Rebel emissaries at Niagara or elsewhere was 
had in the company of Major Hay, acting secretary to the President, 
at the Major's urgent, tenacious solicitation, in utter repugnance to my 
own wishes. He " occupied an official position " ; but as he made the 
visit by express order of the President, I trust his act was not " crim- 
inal." 

My visit to Niagara was, as you must know, directed by the Presi- 
dent, and most reluctantly undertaken by me. The overture made to 
him through letters to me contemplated negotiation, not with nor through 
me, but with himself at Washington. I forwarded the proposition as 
requested, and urged him to accept it ; not to employ me in the prem- 
ises. Indeed, I cannot yet see what there was for me to do. Would 
the President, or would he not, respond to the proffer ? If yea, I 
would have notified the Rebel emissaries ; and there my agency in the 
matter was at an end. If nay, then I could simply tell them that their 
proposition was declined. But the President's direction to me was a 
virtual command ; and I, after remonstrating, obeyed. I trust there 
was nothing " criminal " in Mr. Lincoln's action in the case, though he 
did hold " an official position " ; but I then wished, as I still heartily 
do, that he could have raked his chestnuts out of the fire with some 
other fingers than mine. As you say that his conduct of the matter 
was approved, while mine was not, I am quite sure you will excuse me 
from ever running on your errands at my own cost. I have abandoned 
that line of business. 
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A weird of explanation, and I close. I spoke of " Gov. Seward," 
" Gen. Cameron," &c, in my work, because I was compelled to study 
brevity ; and these happen to be the fewest letters wherewith I can 
distinctly indicate the statesmen referred to. Of Mr. Sewards, Mr. 
Camerons, &c, there are quite a number ; but the words " Gov. Sew- 
ard," " Gen. Cameron," " Gov. Chase," point unerringly and tersely to 
three of our eminent contemporaries. 

The history of our diplomacy, and that of our finances during the 
war, ought, doubtless, to be written ; I might possibly be induced to 
undertake them myself, but I did not see how to compress them, with 
all else that I would gladly have presented, within the two octavo vol- 
umes wherein I had engaged to write the story of our American Con- 
flict. I believe none of my competitors has attempted to do so. There 
are tributes to personal service to the nation during our great struggle 
which you could heartily render while I could not, deeming them unde- 
served. Whether you in your laudation, or I in my silence, would the 
more strikingly illustrate the " unfortunate habit " pf mistaking our 
own views respectively for those of the nation, is a matter not of fact, 
but of opinion ; so I close by subscribing myself. 

Yours, 

HORACE GEEELEY. 
New York, February 16, 1867. 



ERRATA. 

Page 381, line 4, for " Lord de Grey and Ripon," read " Earl of Ripon." 

" 491, line 20, for 29,000,000, read 67,000,000. 

" 498, line 37, for " ninety-four," read " ninety." 

" 499, line 16, for " twenty-eight," read " thirty-two." 

" 500, the third sentence of the second paragraph should read as follows : — 
" In Belgium, the roads were built and are managed by the government, and over 
them private corporations have no control ; in England, the government imposes 
certain specific conditions of travel," etc. 



